


 
MONTECITO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
Minutes for the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors  

 
Held at Montecito Fire Protection District, 595 San Ysidro Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93108 on 
August 24, 2026 at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Director Easton called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Director Easton, Director Lee, Director Pennino, Director Copus, and Director Williams 
was appointed at the meeting. Fire Chief Fallon and District Counsel Mark Manion were also 
present.  
 

1. Public comment: Any person may address the Board at this time on any non-agenda 
matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Montecito Fire Protection 
District. (30 minutes total time allotted for this discussion.)  

There were no public comments at this meeting. 

2. Candidate Interviews for Appointment of New Director. (Strategic Plan Goal 3) 

a. Jenelle Williams 
b. Penelope Bianchi 
c. Peter Taffae 
d. Jeff Gittler 

Fire Chief Fallon provided background information regarding the Board vacancy and 
requested that the minutes reflect that the Affidavit of Posting/Notice of Vacancy in Office is 
on file with District records. 
Director Easton thanked the applicants for their interest.  

The Board of Directors interviewed Ms. Williams, Mr. Taffae, and Mr. Gittler. Ms. Bianchi was 
unable to attend the meeting. Director Easton called for public comment. 

3. Appointment of the New Director. 

Motion to nominate Jeff Gittler as a Board Director made by Director Pennino, seconded by 
Director Lee. 

The Board discussed the strengths of all of the candidates and recognized the time and 
energy put into the application and interview process. Director Easton called for public 
comment.  

Motion to nominate Jenelle Williams as a Board Director made by Director Copus, seconded 
by Director Easton. 

Motion to appoint Jenelle Williams as a Board Director made by Director Copus, seconded by 
Director Easton and unanimously passed. 

4. Administer the Oath of Office to the New Director.  

Administrative Assistant Godlis administered the Oath of Office to Jenelle Williams. The Board 
took a break at 2:50 p.m. The Board reconvened at 3:01 p.m. 

5. Assessment of Plan Review Fees Presentation. (Strategic Plan Goal 3) 

Fire Marshal Briner presented the Assessment of Plan Review Fees to the Board. The Board 
discussed the pros and cons of charging fees for plan review. Motion made by Director Copus 
to receive and file the report with no further direction from the Board and seconded by 
Director Williams with three Ayes and two Nays from Director Pennino and Director Lee. The 
motion carried. 

6. That the Board of Directors approve Resolution 2026-09, Amending Appendix A “Designated 
Positions and Disclosure Categories” of the District’s Conflict of Interest Code. (Strategic Plan 
Goal 8) 

Fire Chief Fallon provided a staff report regarding Designated Positions and Disclosure 
Categories of the District’s Conflict of Interest Code. Motion made by Director Copus 








