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Montecito Fire District © Tuesday, January 18, 2010
555 San Ysidro Road

Santa Barbara, CA 53108
Attention: Board Membars
RE: An Appeal to continue Tea Fire Rebuild

Parcel #013-030-006 - Helen R. Connelly, 216 E. Mountain Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 83108

Dear Board Members;

My family is in a difficult situation. We are on an emotional and financial edge. We are
asking for your help o save time and mecney.

Our goal in this appeal is to not go around any new rules but to make rebuilding
progress while we and our neighbors implement the new rules. It will take time. Because of my
Maother's health issues and age issues we regrettably do not have an abundance of time.

We have lived on and have used “Upper Hyde Road” since 1953. The house that burned
in the “Tea Fire” has been our home since 1355, Without this home my Mother will have

nothing, no hope and no money, by the end of 2011. Needless to say our family is under
pressure.

As 1 have previously indicated we currently have approved plans and a foundation in
place but we have agreed to not go to the framing stage without your permission... | am asking
for that permission today to save time white we work on “Upper Hyde Road”.

As an aside our family has lived and worked in Santa Barbara since 1946, Cur Mother

was a teacher at Santa Barbara Junicr High in the 60's and 70's. Our rocts are here, our friends
are here.

There is one last detail with this request to move forward, | need to ask for clarification
on our homes water requirements. Our Fire Access point is currently 550 feet from the nearest
Hydrant as a result we have been told to install fire sprinklers — these are expensive. | have
heard that one of the possibie improvements to the “Upper Hyde Road” is a hydrant placed
525" up the road. If this comes to pass | would like to request that we be released from the
sprinklerrequirement so that we can put some money towards the new Hydrant on Hyde Road.

| do want to thank you for this appea! process.

Respectfully Yours,
iy
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IKevin W. Connelly, 1429 Te)ﬁ/p}eton Hills Road, Templeton CA 93465 — cell 805-423-0187
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January 19, 2009
TO: Montecito Five Protection District Board of Directors:

Mr. R. J. Jensen
Mr. J. Venable
Mr. D. Newquist

SUBJECT: Letter for Lifting Ban on Rebuilding

FROM: Mervin and Peggy Lane
Katherine Lane Collis, Trustee
225 East Mountain Drive

For Inclusion in the Public Record

The property of Mervin and Peggy Lane was completely burmt down in
the Tea Fire, November 13, 2009. They have lost everything. They built
and resided in their home for over 58 years. Mervin and Peggy are
currently ages 81 and 83 and have been residents of Santa Barbara for
over 60 years. They-are both graduates of UCSB and are retired City
College schoolteachers having taught in the fields of English Literature
and Botany. They have each contributed greatly to the musical, literary
and botanical culture of Santa Barbara.

Mervin and Peggy have a combined annual income of approximately
$50,000. They have received a payment of $245,000 from their fire
msurance policy with California Fair. The property is their primary
mvestment and must be rebuilt to insure their security in their elder
years. My father 1s partially disabled and unable to be here. My
stepmother is with us today.

It goes without saying that we want to cooperate with the Montecito Fire
District. Safety is important for all citizens wherever they may reside



and my family is ol no exception. We are willing to partner on the
Upper Hyde Road project with the Montecito Fire Department and Santa
Barbara County to rebutld. We are supportive of including a water main
and fire hydrant to be brought up to the 5257 level. We would also like
to explore with you the feasibility of bringing the line up the road or up
the ravine.

Of great concern are the high costs of these improvements and the lack
of a clear, cquitable and reasonable ptan to move forward. We are
requesting you to lift the ban on the construction of the house while
pians for the road continue to be developed and implemented.

Should you not lift the ban, we request that you partner with the Upper
Hyde property owners to create near term achievable goals that we can
all agree upon in order to proceed. We have no doubt there exists within
the County of Santa Barbara, the Fire District and the Upper Hyde Road
residents the goodwill, commitment, imagination and wherewithal to
create a win/win solution and not let this impasse prevail any longer.

Thank you for your consideration,

Katherine Lane Collis
On behalf of the Lane Family Trust



To The Montecite Fire Protection Thstriet Board of Directors

Dear Roy, John and Dana

We have lived af 226 East Mountain Drive for 3 years. Before that 1 lived on Avala Lane
for 10 vears. 1 am 65 vyears old and a film director and writer. Among films and
television I've worked on were “Bonanza,” “Jeremiah Johnson,” “Unsolved Mysteries™
and “Rescue 911.”7 We lost everything in the fire, mcluding book collections, film
memorabihia, years of writing, and four films in progress. One of the films was a project 1
started in 1993 about the Mountain Drive community, T am also on the board of the
Mountain Drive Commumity Association.

My wife, Martha 1s 55, an acupuncturist and Somatic therapist. On behalf of Upper Hyde
Road, she has worked with the Red Crogs/United Way for over a vear, 1o secure funds for
the fire hydrant and widening the road. Tt recently became obvious that no donation
funds were available because the majority of donations went to renters displaced by the
fire. She put together a scope of work based on site visits and engineering studies that
amount to the approximately million dollar project you are looking at today.-

Along with Claire Gottsdanker, President of the Mountain Drive Commumity Association
(MDCA) Martha met with Salud Carbajal and staff, Michael Harris as Emergency

Operations Chief of the County of Santa Barbara, Montecito Fire Chief Kevin Wallace
and staff.

We are passionate about our hill, our neighbors and our property and moved back up here
on December 26, 2008, about six weeks after the fire. We currently live in a 26 foot
trailer, Because we are relative newcomers, we had better insurance than our neighbors,
many who are oider and retired for many years, but we were still under-insured. Many of
our neighbors are in their 70°s and 80’s or 90°s and they are an independent and hardy
bunch of people who never realized that not only would they lose everything, but that
they would bave to deal with seemingly insurmountable issues in trying to rebuild their

homes and lives. They and we would like nothing better than to rebuild, even with the
threat of fires, high winds and floods.

I think it important to point out that nobody had insurance to replace the road, let alone
for improving the road to 2009 or 2010 standards. None of us had insurance that would
cover improving fire-water suppression standards.

Bveryone on the road would like to assist the fire department in protecting us, but after a
year of frying, it is obvious that without serious financial help and planming and
management resources our road and community will disappear.

Like our neighbors we are willing to partner with the Fire Department, and we are in
favor of bringing the water line and hydrant up to 525°.



We are also in Tavor of a Knox box at the terminus of the East Fork so the [ire
Department has emergency circular ingress and egress.

Improving Upper Hyde Road is not only important Tor the survival of our thirteen homes,
but as an interface between the wilderness and a FEMA assel — Westmont.

Our plans are almost ready 1o go inte plan cheek for approval and we want and need 1o
begin building as soon as possible.

f

p
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Iy —
Michael Collins

226 East Mountain Drive
Montecito, CA. 93108

Te: (805) 845-6869



19 January 2010

To the Montecito Fire Protection District Beard of Directors:
Montecito, California

I, Bonnie Friedman, and my husband — in 1853 - saw this acre lot
with Bobby Hyde and I said: “I don’t need to see any more. This is what
Ive always dreamed of.” With the help of my father-in-law we purchased
it and got a building permit. We hired a friend who had studied with a

pupil of Frank Lloyd Wright as our architect, and Frank Robinson as our
contractor.

Bobby only sold to either artists, musicians, or writers because he
wanted only creative people as his neighbors. At the time there was so
much camaraderie that we had a real community of families, to create,
enjoy, and sometimes frolic, always helping, taking care of each other,
whatever we could do towards that end. Mostly covering for others or
watching out for their welfare or their children. We all lived within this
“live and let live” style, envied by most of Santa Barbara city people. We
were all building our homes, sharing tools and efforts.

Time has changed all this. People died or moved away. No one was
ever foreclosed, or had a lien because of county fire department
demands. We took care of everything hecause we cared. We did brush
clearing. We set up our own fire department because the county fire
department encouraged us. They helped by teaching us how to fight fire.
When fire broke out neighbors ran to the rescue with shovels. Whenever
we could, we would solve our own problems.

Now this new paper work makes all our rules of caring for each
other come to a dollar figure so extreme the longing to care is shredded



by what the fire department demands. It’s an impossible trauma
decision.

I haven’t enough years, strength, or time to “start over.” 1 had an
income by renting part of my home. Now, my income is below poverty | /(
level. Sl T have to eal and pay bills, but al. 86 Fam not able to bring in a
salary — unlike most of my neighbors. The aones my age arce gonc.

i
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To accept the bills lor the required road changes, with no firm
figure as to cost, is irresponsible for any ol us. T can’t accept a lien of that
magnitude. Sclling the lot, with all the retaining walls, infrastructure,
and plans, sel up for us is impossible.

We didn’t move, we were victims of the fire. Now we are victims of
the fire department. They are nol considering the bills and costs of what
they require. No one will buy a property with a 15,000 gallon tank for
waler use only by the fire department. Architecture review would not
pass it. Visitors would wonder — “What’s that all over?” Towers? The
water department told me they wouldn’t put up the hydrant because it
would set a precedent.

We were chased out of our homes by events beyond our control,
and 1t seems, yours. Please do what you can to make the re-building of
our homes possible.

Thank you.

Bonnie Friedman
Ex-244 East Mountain Drive



January 17, 2010

Mr. R. J. Jensen

Mr. J. Venable

Mr. D. Newquist

Montecito Fire Protection District Board of Directors

Dear Sirs,

My family has owned the property at 238 East Mountain Drive for 61 years. My parents,
Eric and Nina Maurer, built the house there themselves and with the neighbors' help.

This special home was completely destroyed by the Tea Fire. Sometimes it feels as if |
will never recover from this heartrending loss.

| am a single mom and, although one of my children is on his own, | have a twelve year
old daughter who still needs me very much. | also take care of my older brother who is
handicapped with cerebral palsy.

This letter is to request that the ban on building be lifted, please. | am willing to work
with the Montecito Fire Department and the County on improving Upper Hyde Road.

This project will {ake time and money, and right now many of my neighbors and | are
running ouf of both.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

J& e 7{ Lf

Sue Lael Katnic
238 E£. Mountain Drive



Marion Toms
252 East Mountain Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Montecito Fire Protection District Board of Directors,
Mr. R.J. Jensen

Mr. J. Venable

Mr. D. Newquist

595 San Ysidro Road

Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Jan. 14, 2010

Dear Sirs,

My husband, Barrie Aquilino, and | are owners of property at 252
East Mountain Drive. We bought the property in 2005 for more money
than we’d ever spent on anything. In the years following the

purchase, we made improvements to the house and property,
replacing the septic system (3 new drywells, new 1,500 gallon tank,
new plumbing lines) and stabilizing the hillside where there had been
a slide a few winters before our purchase. Our total investment in the
property is significant.

Barrie and | are 56 and 57 years old respectively. We have two
daughters, ages 20 and 14. We all loved our property on Mountain
Drive, and have been deeply fraumatized by its total devastation in
the Tea Fire. We are foriunate that we had fire insurance, and that we
have received the limit of our policy’s coverage, but that still only
provided less than one half of what we had invested in the house,

and a very small portion of the contents. The insurance company has

been paying our rent as well, but will do so for only another ten
months. :



We would like to rebuiid on our property a house of similar size ang
character to the fired adobe home that we lost. We know that to do

S0, we must comply with the current Montecito Fire Department and
Santa Barbara County standards for development. We are willing to
do whatever it takes to get our home back.

The two major stumbling blocks at this time are provision for water to
fight fires and the width of the road for Fire Department access.
These are new requirements for our neighborhood, ones that were
not in place when our homes were built Even so, our neighborhood is
doing what it can to comply with the new mandates. Barrie and | are
very pleased to hear that it may be possible to bring a water main and
fire hydrant up to the 525-fo0t level, and will do whatever we can to
facilitate that process. We would gladly pay our share. If that option
tums out not to be possible, we will look for places on our property
that could accommodate enough tanks to provide the water required.
sSome of our neighbors do not have a place for tanks higher than their
homes, so we consider ourselves lucky that we may have that option
available to us, even if it would be ugly and costly.

The road issue is huge. We would love to have better access to our
land, but our property does not include the shared driveway, so we
are at the mercy of our neighbors. Since the fire, the Upper Hyde
Road property owners have, for the first time, begun the process of
creating a Grant of Easements and Road Maintenance Agreement.
Thanks to the pro-bono work of Susan Patrovich and the coordinated
effort of the whole neighborhood, this document now exists. Once it is
signed, | hope the Montecito Fire District will lift its ban on building in
our area. The document in itself is a testament to our mutual intention
to comply with the new requirements, We need io see progress
toward rebuilding our homes.

Sincerely,
VY ) aevon dﬁw

Marion Toms



To The Montecito Fire Protection District Board of Directors

January 19, 2010
Cear Roy, John and Dana,

I have lived in Moniecito since 1973, graduated from Brooks Institute in 1976 and have worked
and had businesses in the area since that time. | have served on a number of non-profits
including the Westside Boys & Girls Club, The American Institute of Wine & Food, The

International Food, Wine and Trave! Writers Association (past-President) and founder of
S.PARKLE.

| founded Nippers on Coast Village Road in 1982 (which | sold in 1888), worked for KEYT-TV,
Santa Barbara Magazine, and currently serve as the co-publisher of the Santa Barbara News-
Press. | have written extensively about Santa Barbara and Montecito for both national
publications as well as authored three editions of the Santa Barbara Restaurant Guide. | host a
weekly radio show about Santa Barbara restaurants on AM 1290 as well as a weekly syndicated

travel show, Around The World which won the IRHA Award for the best travel and dining on radio
in 2008.

My mother lived in Montecito until her passing in 2002.

I lost my home at 260 East Mountain Drive in the Tea Fire. I've owned it since the 1980's and it is
where my three sons spent their formative years aver the past decade. We were all devastated
by the iotal loss of the house, contents and landscaping. Bui our plan is to rebuild as best we can,

| appreciaie the attention that the Montecito Fire Protection District has given to me and my fellow
neighbors on Upper Hyde Road and | am willing to do what is necessary to work with both the

District and with Santa Barbara County in order to make it possibie for my neighbors and | to
return to our homes.

Time is of the essence. In my case the California Fair Plan insurance has an insurance payment
(for code upgrades) they are holding until | build the upgrades. The money must be paid no later
than March 2010. Getting construction started socn is essential or 1 will lose those funds.

Therefore | respectively request that you lift the ban on building while the plans for the road are
developed and executed.

I am in support of including a water main and fire hydrant to be brought up to the 525 leve! either
through the ravine or along the new road. | plan to rebuild my home with state of the art fire
resistant materials and hope that we can, like the phoenix raising from the ashes, bring about a
new and safer community at Upper Hyde Road.

Arthur von Wiesenberger
280 East Mountain Drive
Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Tel: (805) 969-3371




The Martin Lewis Birdsell, Jr., Trust
Jan Birdsell and Karen May, Co-Trustees
5655 West Camino Cielo
Santa Barbara, CA 93105
(805) 967-3313

January 16, 2010

Board of Directors

Montecito Fire Protection District
585 San Ysidro Road

Santa Barbara, CA 93108

Attn: Mr. R.J. Johnson
Mr. J. Venable
Mr. D. Newquist

Gentlemen:

This letter regards the ongoing efforts of the Upper Hyde Road

community to restore and rebuild property destroyed in the November
18, 2008, Tea Fire.

Martin Birdsell ("Marty”) created the Birdsell Trust in 2004, Trustee Jan
Birdsell is self employed as a property manager and entrepreneur. Her
Co-Trustee mother, Karen May, is an artist and retired legal assistant.

The Birdsell Trust owns the property at 266 E. Mountain Drive, the
property at the end of the east fork of Upper Hyde Road. We understand
that Montecito Fire District and the County of Santa Barbara are
interested in obtaining an easement between the Birdsell property and
the Rick Scott property near the end of the adjacent road which would
allow Montecito Fire personnel twe avenues of entrance to and exit from
Upper Hyde Road and adjacent properties to the east. (Portion of survey
- map attached.) The easement would be specified for emergency access

only, and gated for exclusive use by emergency personnel. The Birdsell
trustees {ully support this plan.

The Birdsell Trust also suppoerts installation of a water main and fire
hydrant to the 525 foot level. It may be possible to create enough
structural support {or the water main to run the shorter distance up the
canyon without being subject to erosion damage; otherwise, it could be
salely Installed along the roadway.




Noard of Direclors
Moniceito Ifire Proteciion District
January 16, 2010

Marty Birdscell purchased s property from Bobby Tiyde, and Mountain
Drive architect Frank Robinson designed o small cottage for him. Marty
bullt his dream house i 1905, TC was still his treasured home when he
died in 20056, Then the Tea Tire came along, and it was destroyed in a
matier of minutes.

Marty’s daughter, Jan Birdsell, plans to rebuild the house using s
original plan and modern materials, even though the insurance paid on
the loss was miniscule.

The Upper Hyde Road properly ewniers have been working diligently on
plans to bring the road into compliance with Montecito Fire District
recuirements. Time and moncey are running cul for the property owners
to be able to rebuild. Recently, a ban was imposed on all building until
the road 1s brought into compliance and completed. We request that the
ban be lifted and owners be allowed to proceed with their building plans
during the time the road plans are being developed and cxecuted.

Thanlk you very much for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

Jan Birdsell

s

Karen May
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Montecito Fire protection Distriet Board of Directors: Art Jensen
J. Venable
D. Newquist

We are writing this letter in order to clarify our concerns and feelings about not being
able 1o start re-bulding our home and our lives.

Bill is 84 years old in March and T am 82 in March. We have lived on Mountain Drive
since 1950, first as renters from Bobby Hyde when we married. Shortly after moving

there we built an adobe house near the top of upper Hyde Road. This house burned down
in the 1964 Covote Fire.

Our second home, designed by Peter Edwards of Edwards and Pitiman, took ten months
to totally rebuild compared to our present situation where no one on upper Hyde Road
has received permits to start building. We have insurance but we have very litile income
as [ was laid off from my job of 18 years in September. We have social security and a
small pension (Bill is a wounded Veteran from World War 2 where he fought on Iwo
Jima). The S8 is around $3,000 a month and the Pension is $450.00 per month.

If we can start building we can hopefully get a reverse mortgage or a loan. The longer 1t
takes the more of our insurance money we have to spend on rent. We hope we can live

on our property soon. Our dogs have been loaned to family members temporarily, but we
miss them and they miss us.

We are ready to cooperate in anyway we can and appreciate any assistance.

Franeis and Bill Richardson
280 E. Mountain Drive




January 19, 2010

Kevin Wallace, Fire Chief
Montecito Fire Protection District
595 San Ysidro Road

Santa Barbara, California

Re: (1) Continued Appeal of Monlecito Fire Protection District standard 88-2 from
Gary Reisenweber
(2) Continued Appeal of Montecito Fire Protection District standard 88-2 from
Kevin Connelly ‘

Chief Wallace,

As architect for Tvana Noell, property owner of 286 East Mountain Road, I am
writing in support of the above two appeals as submitted by Mr. Reisenweber and Mr.
Connelly.

Ivana Noell’s property is one of the uppermost properties served by what is
commonly known as Upper Hyde Road and thus requires the greatest level of
coordination and cooperation from her neighbors sharing the road. It is our goal to
rebuild Ms. Noeell’s residence this year. We will be able to complete this construction if
the road conditions are resolved.

It 1s imperative at this time that the Montecito Fire Protection District pursue
policies that allow “occupancy with conditions™ for the properties served by Upper Hyde
Road. Specifically, for hardship applicants, such as the Upper Hyde Road fire victims,
the process to develop an “enforceable mechanism”, to ensure necessary access
conditions are met, as mentioned in the MFPD Dec. 21, 2009 regular meeting minutes,
needs to be concurrent, and not prior to approval for site construction, to assure the
affected property owner’s that the rebuilding process is timely.

Respectfully submitted,

ol

JAMES BELL- ARCHITECT
P.O. BOX 91815
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93190
(805) 965-7576 voice/fax
jimbellarc@cox.net












