














Most losses result from ember-caused ignition 
and burning urban fuels.

$ spent at the Wildland/Urban Interface 
(WUI) is the most effective way

to reduce loss.

What about the backcountry?

Has a true 
cost/benefit 

analysis been 
performed?

The Solution? A Sustainable Fire Environment 
Create sustainable, fire-safe environments for our homes by 

starting from the house out rather than from the wildland in.

-Location
-Building Design

-Fuel Management

Individual 
Responsibility



Manzanita chaparral
more than a century old

Truth#4: Old-growth chaparral  is a 
beautiful, rare natural resource*

*it does not “need” to burn

Old-growth chaparral remains a healthy, 
dynamic plant community and is one of 

California’s natural treasures.

4.  Preparation, embers and urban fuels: $ spent at the WUI 
is the most effective way to reduce loss from  wildfires.

1. Old-growth chaparral is a beautiful 
and valuable natural resource.     

3. How to reduce fire risk is not a 
one answer question.

2. Chaparral is being threatened by 
too much fire.

Main 
Points

5. It is best to adapt to nature than trying to force
nature to adapt to us.

“In the end we will conserve only what we love. 
We will love only what we know.

We will know only what we learn.”

- Baba Dioum, Senegalese conservationist.

The California Chaparral Institute
www.californiachaparral.org


